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Crash Narrative:

On Monday, June 14, 2021 while assigned to Traffic unit N525, I responded to the intersection of Park Street

and Alba Circle for a report of a motor vehicle crash involving a pedestrian. The weather at the time of

the crash was overcast with light rain. The road surface at the location of the crash was wet. Park Street

and Alba Circle are public ways maintained by the City of Newton. Park Street supports two way travel (N,

S) with no marked divider to indicate travel lanes.

I spoke with the operator of the 2013 Nissan Juke (MA: 137LX7) involved in the crash, Ms. Cynthia Cowan

(S59504510) . Ms. Cowan stated she was traveling on Park Street (N) towards Alba Circle. Ms.

Cowan stated ahead of her there was a large landscaping truck (MA CON: X1515, 2001 Ford DRWSUP) parked

on the right side of the roadway and blocking her lane of travel. Ms. Cowan stated she looked ahead of the
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Crash Narrative:

landscaping truck and did not see any traffic coming towards her in the opposite lane. Ms. Cowan stated she

entered the opposite lane of travel (S) to pass the parked landscaping truck and continue down Park

Street.

Ms. Cowan stated as she was traveling past the front of the landscaping truck, she crashed into a standing

mower that had entered the roadway. Ms. Cowan stated the mower entered the roadway from in front of the

parked landscaping truck. Ms. Cowan stated because of her obstructed view from the landscaping truck, she

did not see the mower until it was too late. Ms. Cowan stated she stopped her vehicle and observed the

operator of the mower on the sidewalk in front of 248 Park Street. I observed damage to the front passenger

fender/bumper/wheel area with airbag deployment from the driver seat. I also observed yellow paint transfer
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on the front bumper area consistant with the color of the mower involved. MVl was removed from the roadway

by Tody's Towing. Ms. Cowan signed a patient refusal with Newton Medics and walked home from the crash site.

The other party involved in the crash is a landscaper for 4 Seasons Services. I observed a yellow Wright

Standing Mower 52" resting on the side of the roadway in the Northbound lane. The mower has significant

damage to its front portion. 4 Seasons Services removed the mower from the roadway. A worker on scene

estimated the value of the mower to be $11,000.00. Photos were taken of the mower, MVl1l, and the roadway and

submited to the IT Bureau.

The injured party, Mr. Louis Padilla-Gonzalez (S32927586), was transported to Newton Wellesley Hospital
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for a left shoulder injury and an injury to the left side of his face. I spoke with Mr. Padilla-Gonzalez in

the emergency room with the assitance of a language translation service set up by the nursing staff there.

Mr. Padilla-Gonzalez stated he was operating the standing mower and left the sidewalk into the road. Mr.

Padilla-Gonzalez stated he drove by the front of the parked landscaping truck and when he got into the street

he saw a car coming towards him fast. Mr. Padilla-Gonzalez stated he tried to reverse the mower and get out

of the way, but he could not because of the wet roadway. Mr. Padilla-Gonzalez stated he was hit by MVl and

thrown from the mower to the street.

After speaking with Ms. Cowan and Mr. Padilla-Gonzalez, it appears both parties had their view of the

roadway obstructed due to where the 4 Seasons Services landscaping truck (MA CON: X1515) was parked. I
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did not observe any posted parking restrictions where the vehicle was parked, but due to the size of the

vehicle it did take up the entire Northbound travel lane in front of 248 Park Street.

The location of the

parked landscaping truck and the wet road surface contributed to the crash.

There were no witnesses to the

crash.
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